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Paving Schedule Complete  
 More than a dozen streets received attention in this 
year’s paving budget.  Nearly three-fourths of the 
funding went to secondary streets such as West Bank 
and Mt. View Drive, with the balance going on North 
Main Street, which is one of the two primary streets in 
town.  Dinkel Avenue is the other primary. 

 Our paving budget was larger this year due to the 
mild winter.  Any unspent Virginia Department of 
Transportation maintenance funds are typically added 
to the existing paving budget and this year that meant 
an extra $200,000 or so could be transferred to paving 
because of the favorable winter weather. 

 Now that paving is complete, we’ll do our annual 
evaluation of streets to determine areas in need of 
attention in the coming year.  We’ll also publish a list 
of proposed projects next spring once we know the 
amount of funding available for paving. 

Summer’s End Celebration 

5K @ 8 a.m. 

Carnival Rides @ 3 p.m. 

Fall Yard Sale Day - Saturday, September 23 at 8:00 a.m. 

To have your yard sale address listed in the Daily News-Record, on the Town’s website and Facebook page,  

please call B-Connected at 908-4212 or  e-mail us your address to yardsaleday@bridgewater.town.  

The last day to submit your address for publication is Friday, September 15. 

@ 5:30 p.m. 

 

Fireworks @ 8:30 p.m. 

 

Shuttle from TAHS begins @ 4:30 p.m. 

Crews have paved over a dozen streets since July 1 

Monday, September 4th 
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DEQ North River Cleanup 

 Do you know the average weight of a car tire?  How about a semi-truck or tractor tire?  What if it has been 
sitting on the bottom of a river for multiple decades collecting muck and leaching rubber compounds into the 
water?  Now, multiply this weight by 101.  If your answer is 5,000 pounds – you’re pretty close! That’s just a 
portion of the total weight of trash recently collected out of the North River in Rockingham County by 25 DEQ 
Valley Regional Office (VRO) employees. 

 The VRO has been cleaning waste out of the North River 
during annual cleanups for nearly 20 years.  This year’s crew 
launched eleven canoes from the Town of Bridgewater’s 
Wildwood Park and ended seven miles downstream.  Along 
this pastoral stretch of river, streamside, floating, and 
submerged waste were removed and properly disposed of or 
recycled.  In addition to the 101 tires, 960 pounds of scrap 
metal were also plucked from the river and recycled.   

 Tales of memorable ―river booty‖ loom large, but some of 
the office favorites are the ice cream freezer biologist Ted 
Turner paddled downstream, or the 45-pound bronze 

Bridgewater College Alumni plaque that was thought to be lost forever in the flood of 1949, or the household safe 
stolen in a robbery and dumped in the river several months prior to the VRO cleanup.  In addition to the typical 
assemblage of balls, footwear, sporting goods, and just plain trash (36 bags), this year’s loot included a driver’s 
license (of a friend of a friend of a VRO staff member, nonetheless), an antique 250-pound rear axle for a wagon, 
a mattress box spring, a vintage hobbleskirt Coca-Cola bottle, a 5’x 60’ roll of heavy-duty plastic fencing, a 
mangled 55-gallon plastic drum, and – drum roll please – an unopened pack of hot dogs!  

 Without local government and riparian landowner 
partners, this long-running tradition of environmental 
stewardship would not be possible.  Each year at its own 
expense, the Town of Bridgewater handles and disposes 
the waste DEQ off-loads at Bridgewater’s Sandy Bottom 
Park.  This year, free of charge, the Augusta County 
Regional Landfill accepted the 90 tires the VRO collected 
during our cleanup.  Lunch-stops, pit-stops, waste-drops, 
and take-outs all require river access – many, many thanks 
to our riparian landowner partners.  Of course, the true river heroes are the VRO staffers who dinged and dirtied 
their canoes and took a day from busy routines to make a visible environmental difference to a local 
waterway.  Thanks to all involved for making a positive impact to our shared North River!   

(And special thanks to Irina Calos, DEQ Richmond, for contributing this story.) 

Purchase a Brick at Gen Park 
 Memorialize a special 
event or remember a loved 
one with a custom engraved 
brick at Generations Park.   

 A 3-line 4‖ x 8‖ brick costs $100, or an 8‖ x 8‖ 
brick is $200.   

 To purchase a brick online, please visit our 
website at bridgewater.town.   

Photo Contest 
 Our second annual Town photography contest will 
be held on Saturday, October 21 at Noon.  This contest 
will be open to amateur photographers and young 
photographers (ages 12 and under).     

 All entries must be received by Monday, October 16.  
Individuals are limited to five photograph entries.   

 For more information, please visit our website 
bridgewater.town/PhotoContest 
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Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 
100 North Main Street 

 You may have read that the Town purchased the 
old ―Sipe’s Store‖ building at 100 North Main Street 
recently.  It isn’t our general practice to purchase 
buildings for which we have no use, so it’s worth 
taking a moment to understand why we did so this 
time. 

 Quite simply the Council purchased the building 
because of public safety concerns.  On July 21, during 
a storm, a significant portion of the front façade slid 
down onto the sidewalk.  More of the façade was 
poised to fall at the slightest provocation.  The Town 
staff was very concerned about public safety, and to 
the owner’s credit, he was also.  We decided to deal 
with the problem in two stages:  First, the owner 
would stabilize the façade and then we would talk 
about what to do next. 

 The contractor stabilizing the façade couldn’t 
build supports for the bricks, because the masonry 
was too soft to hold a screw.  Instead, he creatively 
used some expanding foam to hold the bricks in 
place.  But after walking through the building, he told 
us, ―I don’t even know how it’s still standing.‖  At 
that point, we knew that no short-term fix would be 
sufficient. 

 So we quickly settled upon a plan.  If the owner—
or the church to which he was giving the building—
wanted to sell, we would buy it for a nominal sum, 
with the intent of demolishing it.  If not, we would 
simply refer the matter to the Rockingham County 
Building Official, for some decision on public safety. 

 Reluctantly, the church decided to sell.  The 
―nominal‖ price is based on a formula and will 
probably equal $20,000.  This low purchase price is a 
function of our expected demolition cost, which looks 
to exceed $150,000.  We are also considering a 
tentative proposal from a local citizen who wants to 
make the building safe immediately and then refurbish 
it over the next year or so.  Accepting that proposal 
would allow us to make the building safe for the 
public without expending many tax dollars.  That said, 
we are exploring everything we can as fast as we can.   

 We’ll keep you posted. 

Golf Lessons at Sandy Bottom 
 Golf lessons will continue into September and 
October at Sandy Bottom Par-3.   

Dates & Times:   

September Session:  Wednesdays 
from 6 to 7 pm (September 6, 13, 
20, & 27) 

October Session:  Wednesdays 
from 5:30 to 6:30 pm (October 4, 
11, 18, & 25) 

Cost:    

Town Residents:  $30 per session (4 lessons) 

Non-Town Residents:  $40 per session (4 lessons) 

Sessions are taught in groups of 6-8 people.   

Farmers’ Market 
Workshops & Events  

 Our 2017 farmers’ market season 
concludes on October 7 - be sure to 
check out these workshops and 
events! (Workshops begin by 9 a.m.– 
most start earlier!)   For the latest 
updates and information, please 
follow us on Facebook! 
September 2:   DIY makeup with all natural products 

 Voter registration drive 

 Shenview Petting Zoo 

September 9:  Grandma & Me Plastic Canvas Project 

 Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Pantry 

 John Rose Cartoon Drawing 

September 16:  Essential Oil Beauty Make-N-Take 

 Valley Rescue Dog Adoption Event 

September 23:  Make a Decorative Wooden Pumpkin 

 Linda Miller - local children’s author -
 book reading and signing (10 a.m.) 

September 30:  Chocolate Lovers’ Spa  

 Pottery Making demo by  

 Goat Hill Pottery 

October 7:   Paint a mini-pumpkin 

 Horse-drawn carriage rides 9 a.m.-Noon 

 ―Totally Unrelated‖ bluegrass concert  

 10 a.m.-Noon 

“After walking through the building...we knew 
that no short-term fix would be sufficient.” 



 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call 908-4212. 

Submit an Event 

If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please         
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later 
than the 15th of the month. 

Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 
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September Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Farmers’ Market - Saturdays 8 AM to 
Noon. 
 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM 
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement 
Community.  
 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) - Bridgewater 
Presbyterian Church - Tuesdays  6:15 - 7:30 PM.  For 
info, call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.  
 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.   
Museum hours are Thurs., Fri., & Sat., from 10 AM to 3 
PM or by appointment.  For more info visit their website 
at bridgewatervahistmuseum.org or call 237-4017. 
 

September 5 - Congressman Goodlatte – Open Door 
Meeting - 11:30 AM  (First Tuesday of every month.)  
For more info call 885-3861. 
 

September 7 - Come Joining Scouting!  Registration  
for the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts will be 
held at Generations Park from  6 - 8 PM.  For more info, 
contact BeAScout.org or gsvsc.org. 
 

September 10 - Bridgewater United Methodist 
Church - Special Worship Services (8:30 and 11:00) 
honoring the service of all Bridgewater First Responders 
(Fire, Police & Rescue.)  A meal will be served after the 
second service for all First Responders in the 
community. 
 

Municipal Calendar 
 

September 4 ........ Labor Day - Town Offices Closed 

September 12…………Town Council Meeting - 7:00  

Bridgewater Current 

After Labor Day, Mini-Golf will only 
be open on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays from Noon to 10 p.m. 
through October. 

September 11 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM  - 
Meeting at Bridgewater United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall.   
 

September 11 - Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7 PM  For more info, call Betsy Glendye at 
820-6971. (Second Monday of every month.)  
 

September 15  & 16 - Bridgewater Home Auxiliary Fall 
Festival at the Rockingham County Fairgrounds with live 
and silent auctions, great food / fun for the whole family! 

For  more info visit brcliving.org/fallfestival. 
 

September 16 - Dynamic Aviation 50
th

 Flyover –     
50

th
 Anniversary Celebration.  9 AM - 5 PM.  Airplane 

rides, music, aviation displays, food and more!   Free 
entry.  Proceeds of airplane rides support local charities 
including Bridgewater Fire/Rescue, and Rotary Club.  
 

September 19 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2 PM 
(Third Tuesday of every month).  Bridgewater Retirement 
Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff Community 
Center, Smith Room. 
 

September 20 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM  Meeting at 
the Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every 
month.) Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for 
more info.  
  

September 23 - Community Yard Sale, 8 AM - 3 PM 


